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families. We remain dedicated to resolving 
discrepancy cases, achieving the fullest pos-
sible accounting of our prisoners of war and 
missing in action, and bringing them home 
with the honor and dignity that they deserve. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim September 20, 
2002, as National POW/MIA Recognition 
Day. I call upon all the people of the United 
States to join me in honoring former Amer-
ican prisoners of war who suffered the hard-
ships of enemy captivity, and in renewing our 
commitment to those still missing. I also call 
upon Federal, State, and local government 
officials and private organizations to observe 
this day with appropriate ceremonies and ac-
tivities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this nineteenth day of September, 
in the year of our Lord two thousand two, 
and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-seventh. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., September 24, 2002] 

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the 
Federal Register on September 25.

Notice—Continuation of the 
National Emergency With Respect to 
Persons Who Commit, Threaten To 
Commit, or Support Terrorism 
September 19, 2002

On September 23, 2001, by Executive 
Order 13224, I declared a national emer-
gency with respect to persons who commit, 
threaten to commit, or support terrorism, 
pursuant to the International Emergency 
Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701–
1706). I took this action to deal with the un-
usual and extraordinary threat to the national 
security, foreign policy, and economy of the 
United States constituted by the grave acts 
of terrorism and threats of terrorism com-
mitted by foreign terrorists, including the 
terrorist attacks in New York, Pennsylvania, 

and on the Pentagon committed on Sep-
tember 11, 2001, and the continuing and im-
mediate threat of further attacks on United 
States nationals or the United States. Be-
cause the actions of these persons who com-
mit, threaten to commit, or support terrorism 
continue to pose an unusual and extraor-
dinary threat to the national security, foreign 
policy, and economy of the United States, 
the national emergency declared on Sep-
tember 23, 2001, and the measures adopted 
on that date to deal with that emergency, 
must continue in effect beyond September 
23, 2002. Therefore, in accordance with sec-
tion 202(d) of the National Emergencies Act 
(50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am continuing for 1 
year the national emergency with respect to 
persons who commit, threaten to commit, or 
support terrorism. 

This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
September 19, 2002. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
1:39 p.m., September 19, 2002] 

NOTE: This notice was published in the Federal 
Register on September 20.

Message to the Congress on 
Continuation of the National 
Emergency With Respect to Persons 
Who Commit, Threaten To Commit, 
or Support Terrorism 
September 19, 2002

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for 
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date 
of its declaration, the President publishes in 
the Federal Register and transmits to the 
Congress a notice stating that the emergency 
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision, 
I have sent the enclosed notice, stating that 
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the national emergency with respect to per-
sons who commit, threaten to commit, or 
support terrorism is to continue in effect be-
yond September 23, 2002, to the Federal 
Register for publication. 

The crisis constituted by the grave acts of 
terrorism and threats of terrorism committed 
by foreign terrorists, including the terrorist 
attacks in New York, Pennsylvania, and 
against the Pentagon committed on Sep-
tember 11, 2001, and the continuing and im-
mediate threat of further attacks on United 
States nationals or the United States that led 
to the declaration of a national emergency 
on September 23, 2001, has not been re-
solved. These actions pose a continuing un-
usual and extraordinary threat to the national 
security, foreign policy, and economy of the 
United States. For these reasons, I have de-
termined that it is necessary to continue the 
national emergency declared with respect to 
persons who commit, threaten to commit, or 
support terrorism and maintain in force the 
comprehensive sanctions to respond to this 
threat. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
September 19, 2002.

Message to the Congress 
Transmitting a Report on the 
National Emergency With Respect to 
Persons Who Commit, Threaten To 
Commit, or Support Terrorism 
September 19, 2002

To the Congress of the United States: 
As required by section 401(c) of the Na-

tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c), 
and section 204(c) of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C. 
1703(c), I transmit herewith the 6-month 
periodic report prepared by my Administra-
tion on the national emergency with respect 
to persons who commit, threaten to commit, 
or support terrorism that was declared in Ex-
ecutive Order 13224 of September 23, 2001. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
September 19, 2002.

Remarks at the Republican 
Governors Association Fall 
Reception 

September 19, 2002

The President. Well, thank you all very 
much. John, thank you very much. I appre-
ciate the invitation to get out of the house. 
[Laughter] I’m honored to come to thank you 
all for supporting our Governors. 

I love our Governors. I know them well. 
I was one. [Laughter] And these are fine, 
fine public servants who bring a lot of class 
and dignity to the office they hold. They put 
results ahead of process. These are people 
who put success ahead of excessive verbiage. 
They’re on the frontlines of reform. They 
care deeply about our country. I’m honored 
to be in their presence. And I want to thank 
you for supporting their reelections. 

Governors get things done. And Governors 
can make a tremendous difference in peo-
ple’s lives. I knew that when I started form-
ing my Cabinet. I knew that I needed to sur-
round myself with people who not only 
would bring honor to the office to which I 
appointed them but also would work hard 
to get something done for the country. And 
that’s why I named John Ashcroft, former 
Governor; Christie Todd Whitman, former 
Governor; Tommy Thompson, former Gov-
ernor; and Tom Ridge, former Governor, to 
serve our country. 

I want to thank Johnny Rowland for his 
leadership of the Republican Governors As-
sociation and for his fine leadership for the 
State of Connecticut. [Applause] He got one 
peep. [Laughter] Bill Owens is the vice chair-
man, from the great State of Colorado, and 
I appreciate his leadership as well. 

I want to thank all the first ladies who are 
here. First ladies really define the Gov-
ernor—or first gentlemen—define the Gov-
ernor—[laughter]—just like our great First 
Lady has helped me a lot and defined me 
as a person. You know, people get to know 
a lot—you can judge the nature of a man, 
in my case, by the person he marries. And 
I married above myself. [Laughter] People 
have gotten to know Laura. They now under-
stand why I asked her to marry me. Lot of 
folks are still wondering why she said yes. 


